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SCYC HISTORY

SINCE 1945

A group of men and women sailors who enjoyed racing among themselves wanted to compete against other clubs using "CK" catboats, but found they were ineligible to do so.  They consulted a well-know yachtsman, Harry Kendall, who suggested they form a yacht club of their own.

This was done by an initial group of 24 sailors in 1945, and at their second meeting, Thomas Blakey was elected Commodore, John Theurkon, Vice Commodore, and Alfred Schultz, Rear Commodore.  The club was originally named the "St. Clair yachtsmen".  

The new yacht club was shortly accepted as a member of the inter-Lake Yachting Association (I-LYA), following in the spring of 1946 with membership in the Detroit River Yachting Association (DRYA).  The club was formally incorporated as the "St. Clair Yachtsmen, Inc.", in April of that year.

Cat-rigged "CK" sail boats were leased from the St. Clair Sail Club, a commercial club operated by Paul Hendrickson on Detroit's near east side.  The St. Clair Yachtsmen also held their meetings there.  Club members sailed primarily in team races against the Detroit Yacht Club, Detroit Boat Club and Edison Boat Club, all of which had club owned fleets.

The first season, the St. Clair Yachtsmen team was last in the standings, but Maury DeClercq represented us in the individual river championship - and won.  He went on to gain fame in many Port Huron - Mackinaw races over the years, becoming one of the "Old Dogs".  in their second year the St. Clair yachtsmen's team won the over- all season championship.

Paul Hendrickson was forced to move his sail club in 1952, because the city was taking over his land to redirect the outlet of Fox Creek.  The St. Clair Yachtsmen Purchased four of his boats, and moved their operations to Kean's Detroit Harbor.  From the fall of 1952 to the spring of 1954, the club was without a home, and accommodations for meetings were rented at the Whittier Hotel.

The club arranged a deal with Kean's under which several club members designed and built a second floor addition to an existing building in Kean's marina at the foot of Meadowbrook Street.  Later the club became generally known as the St. Clair Yacht Club, and the name was officially adopted in 1959.

SCYC added the "St. Clair Room" to its facilities at Kean's in 1959 again designing and assisting in the building of a dinning room and kitchen on the 'Second floor of the building, continuing the friendly partnership with the marina, which SCYC enjoyed.  Since the early 1960's, SCYC has sponsored the highly regarded Commodore's Invitational.  Held every January, this event allows new flag officers and Past Commodores from all the DRYA clubs to get to know each other on an informal basis.

St. Clair Yacht Club is now known primarily as a power; boat club, and sponsors cruiser navigation contest (predicted log contests) under the sanction of the North American Cruiser Association (NACA) and Western Lake Erie Cruiser Association (WLECA), with SCYC members competing against members of yacht clubs and other' sanctioned bodies such as the Untied States Power Squadrons©.  SCYC members have built an outstanding record in this competition, including one national champion, several national second and third places, and many regional championships.

The 1986 National Predicted Log Championships were sponsored by, and held at, SCYC.

Sail activities picked up momentum in the late '70's, with the introduction of the Thomas Blakely Memorial Race, a two-day sailing event to the Thames River (Ont.) and back.  In 1981, SCYC introduced the annual "Blue Nose Turkey Race," held in the third week of November, and in 1982 we began the "Early Bird Race'' in early April, giving the club the distinction then of having both the first and last races of the yachting season.

Due to a combination of increasing rent and changes in the state liquor insurance and general liability laws, SCYC faced the real possibility of either going bankrupt or closing down altogether in 1986.

A decision was made to dissolve our long-standing relationship with Kean's.  St. Clair yacht Club entered 1987 as a "homeless" club, but was far from being washed up.  We went through a period of sharp decline in membership and emerged a stronger, healthier, club which today puts the emphasis on the real reason for being a yacht club - boating activities, racing, cruising, and attending rendezvous and social activities where members and guests enjoy the fraternal fellowship of SCYC members, guests, and members of other yacht clubs.

After several years of meeting in borrowed and rented facilities, a promising relationship with the Porterfield Wilson and John Carlo companies was developed 'over several intense negotiations, which led to SCYC again having a clubhouse.  SCYC moved into a 1,280 square foot facility in the marina office building, on September 1, 1991.  With a magnificent view of the marina and river it boasted a full service bar and facilities to entertain 150 people.

What began as a very friendly relationship soon soured with marina management refusing to grant more than a one-year lease.  Much of the time, SCYC was operating on a month-to-month verbal extension of an expired contract.

While there only six years, advances were made which would help the club grow and prosper.  Our membership grew and became more diverse, more nearly reflecting the multi-ethnic population of the Detroit metropolitan area.

Discussions with Kean's Marina led to the offer of a long term lease, renewable for a longer term, and the Board of SCYC decided that it would be in the best interest of SCYC to move back to our original home.  In the summer of 1997, SCYC leased what amounts to its original home, in the second floor of the marina building (which the members built in the "50's!).

Following much renovation and rebuilding, and the addition of a completely new bar unit, the "new" SCYC clubroom is again welcoming members and guests to enjoy the fellowship and comfort of an old-line yacht club, which enjoys widespread recognition.  

SCYC is entering the "21st" Century as a strong and growing club, and is determined to live up to our reputation as the "friendliest club on the river".

GENERAL CLUB PROCEDURES

The St. Clair Yacht Club is a "Working Club." That is, we have no hired staff or help to do the everyday chores of running the clubhouse. The House Committee under the direction of the Vice Commodore performs most of the work. 100% of this work is done voluntarily, so your "job" as members is to make their task easier by following a few simple guidelines every time you use the club.

Sign in: First, as you enter the club on any occasion, please make every effort to use your door entry card. This system was put in place so that you would not have to sign in; it's done automatically when you use your card. This also satisfies the MLCC requirement of verifying membership. Second, if you bring a guest, they MUST sign the register at the front door and put your name as a sponsoring member. Failure to do this could result in a fine or closure from the MLCC so it is a very important matter.

Bar Procedures: Once you've signed in, the clubhouse is yours. Since we do not have any hired staff, you are expected to serve yourself. On a few special events and summer weekends we will have assigned bartenders, but most of the time you will be on your own. When you're ready to pour some refreshments you must FIRST fill out a "Bar Chit" located on top of the cash box. This means writing in your name, the date and whether you are paying cash or using the club charge. Then sign the bottom of the chit.

As you serve yourself write down what you have taken. (See sample on opposite page). The price of each shot, beer or soda is located on the wall or bar. You will notice that each bottle of liquor has a colored "dot" on it. This corresponds with the colors on the price sheet. So charge yourself accordingly. Also keep in mind that EACH TIME you tip the bottle, that is a shot. Mixers for the drinks are included in the price, but if your drink has more than one type of alcohol in it you are expected to pay for each ingredient.
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Sample

St. Clair Yacht Club

"The Friendliest Club on the River
Detroit, Michigan

GUEST CHECK

MEMBER: _










DATE 



CASH



CHARGE#

NOTICE: 20% Added to Bill if NO Charge Number Exists

	ITEM
	QUANITY
	PRICE
	TOTAL

	Can Beer
	
	
	

	Draft Beer
	
	
	

	Pitcher
	
	
	

	Wine
	
	
	

	Liquor 
	
	
	

	Liquor 
	
	
	

	Liquor 
	
	
	

	Pop-Juice 
	
	
	

	Misc.
	
	
	

	MEMBER’S SIGNATURE:
	


THANK YOU!

SCYC

Although the House committee does their best to keep the bar stocked, there will be times when we run out of things. When this happens, there are three things you can do. 1.) Write it down on the "wish list" behind the bar. 2.) Look for a Board Member around the marina, or 3.) If a real emergency, call a member of the Board at home and ask if they can come down and restock.

Leaving: When you're finished for the evening, it's time to "cash out." This means TOTALING your bill and putting your money in the cash box and marking your "chit" PAID, or marking it as a club charge and making sure you've signed it. Chits not clearly marked PAID or CHARGE will be treated as charge. Keep in mind that if you do not have a club charge account, you will be subject to a 20% fee.

Before you leave, make sure you have cleaned up around your area and that all your glasses and utensils are washed. Instructions for washing are located on the sink basins. They tell you what sink to put soap, chlorine tablet and rinse water in. When done washing please drain all sinks and clean out any trash. When done washing please drain all sinks and clean out any trash. Remove any food waste from the club. After that, please look around the club. If it looks a bit untidy, take it upon yourself to straighten it up a bit. Check to see if the Club needs to be cleaned, (the vacuum cleaner is available). See if the garbage needs to be taken out. As mentioned earlier, we do have paid staff to come in and clean up after anyone, so it is up to each member to keep your Club ship shape. We never know when a visiting club member or one of our own members bringing a guest, will be in the club. So please leave it clean for the next person.

Equipment: For your entertainment, the club has a T.V., a stereo and a pool table. Feel free to use these whenever you are in the club. If you have any problems with this equipment, contact a member of the House Committee to get it corrected. Any other equipment that may be in the club is private property and is not to be used or tampered with unless permission is granted from the owner. 

Snack Rack: The snack rack, pizzas and food in the refrigerator are I provided for your use. They are not to put on your bar bill, but paid for by placing the cost of the item in the "Food Jar". Any food items listed on your bar chit will have a 20% surcharge added to them by the Treasurer, as this effects the tax we pay.

The following pages of this booklet contain our House Rules, Standing Rules and Bylaws. Please read these with interest, as they are the laws, which we all must abide by. These rules were put in place so that we can grow and prosper together as a club and continue for another 50 years and beyond. 

House Rules

St. Clair Yacht Club

2006

General House Rules:
ADMISSION and ENTRANCE;

1.
Members who are not residents' of Kean’s Detroit Yacht Harbor will be provided a Kean's gate pass to allow them entrance to the marina.

a.
These "gate” cards are the responsibility of the individual member any use of a card to enter the marina is the members responsibility. member's gate

b.
There will be no initial charge for a member’s gate card.

c.
If a member wishes a duplicate gate card for their spouse, there will be a $50.001 deposit required.

d.
There will be a $25.002 replacement charge for a lost card. The member is held responsible for notifying SCYC of a lost so it may be deleted from the system.

2.
Admission of members to the club house shall be accomplished by activating the access door lock at each door with a 'card key" which shall be provided, and a uniquely identified, to each member.

a.
Keys are not transferable. Loaning of card keys, to anyone who is not a member (including family and/or children), is subject to disciplinary action, up to and including loss of membership. Only the card key may be used for admission to the clubhouse.

b.
These card keys are the responsibility of each member. If lost or stolen, the club must be notified at once so that the access system may be updated to cancel that card to prevent unauthorized entry. Lost or missing card keys will be replaced at the member’s expense.

c.
Spouses, having privileges equivalent to a member according to By-laws, shall have the right to a card key if requested. A suitable fee shall be charged for such a card.

3.
Members must sign the register when entering the club with guests (INCLUDING FAMILY), and give the name(s) of their guests. (Members themselves are automatically entered in the access system when they use the card key.)

4.
Admission of guests will be allowed only if accompanied b~, a member with a card key, or if previous arrangements have been made by a member who will be present at the time of the guests' arrival. 

5.
Guest who enter without a sponsoring member must be signed in, and vouched for, by a member present at the time.

6.
No guest may be left alone for any length of time in an unattended clubhouse, i.e., when the last member departs, the guest must leave also.

1. These are Kean's Marina cards. The charges are those of Kean's Marina. SYC handles the issuance of these gate cards but does not set the pricing.

2. Ditto
7.
No person, who is not a member or a guest of a member, may be allowed access to the clubhouse and/or club facilities.

e.
Expelled and/or suspended members are not allowed access. Members bringing an expelled or suspended member into the club are themselves subject to discipline for knowingly violating club rules.

8.
Visiting yachtsmen may be granted the privilege of the club for a period of up to two weeks, at the invitation of the Commodore. This privilege will be noted on the membership list kept at the back of the sign-in book, and will be further noted by the guests' having a valid temporary door card (to be issued by the secretary at the direction of the Commodore).

9.
Conduct in the Clubhouse and facilities will be that of "Gentlemen Yachtsmen". No conduct violating generally established and accepted rules of decorum will be tolerated, members and/or guests who are overly noisy, rude, obscene, quarrelsome, or obviously drunk will be ask to depart. Repeated infractions will be subject to disciplinary action by the Board of Directors.

10. Members are required to aid in maintaining a clean and tidy clubhouse. Carelessness with food, waste and other items is not permitted. Members using the facility are expected to clean the area, and wash their glasses, etc., after use.

11. Causal dress, within the bounds of acceptable good taste. Is permissible on most occasions with the exception of certain functions requiring dress uniforms or business attire. Bare feet, being a safety hazard, are not permitted. Specifically prohibited are swim suits or uncovered torsos, tank tops, 'muscle" shirts, shorts or other clothing which expose private parts, and hats on men. (Dress outside the club facility is governed by the appropriate marina regulations).

12. Minors:

a.
Minors are not permitted to stand or sit at the bar at any time.

b.
Minors are not permitted in the bar area unless accompanied by a parent, and then only for the purpose of securing food and/or soft drink.

c.
Unsupervised minors are not allowed in the club at any time.

d.
After 9:00 PM on weekdays and Sundays, and after 10:00 PM on Fridays and Saturdays, no minors shall be allowed in the clubhouse unless for a special function.

13. Hours:
The Clubhouse and facilities shall be open on such days, and for such hours, as the House Committee in consultation with the Board of Directors shall determine. These hours shall be posted conspicuously on the bulletin board, and any change in hours shall be prominently noted in the newsletter.

14
No alcoholic beverages, or other drinks, purchased outside the Club may be brought into the clubhouse, and no alcoholic beverages purchased within the club may be taken outside its premises. All rules established by the Michigan Liquor Control Commission are in effect at all times, and must be observed. 

GENERAL RULES: 

Liability:

a.
St. Clair Yacht Club is not responsible for any loss, damage, or theft of private property.

b.
No person shall take any article belonging to the club from the clubhouse unless the Board of Directors or the House Committee has previously granted permission.

c.
Members shall be personally liable for damage to club property and/or equipment by themselves, their children or their guests. Upon presentation of evidence of such damage to the House Committee, the Treasurer may be directed by the House Committee to bill the responsible member for the damages and any necessary repair or cleaning costs incurred. Such bill will be the responsibility of the member to pay promptly.

2.
No notices, petitions, advertisements, etc., may be posted or circulated in or around the clubhouse without the express permission of the House Committee or the board of Directors, nor may any objects of art, pictures, etc., be placed in the clubhouse without such permission.

3.
Various rules and procedures pertaining to the operation and upkeep of the Clubhouse, facilities, and bar will be posted on the bulletin board by the House Committee, and are to be observed by all members and guests.

4. CONTRACTORS and/or employees shall be under the absolute control of the Vice Commodore. No reprimand nor job assignment shall be given contractors and/or employees by a club member. Any complaint or suggestion relating to contractors and/or employees must be made in writing and signed by a member to the Vice Commodore or the Board of Directors. Orally addressed comments will not receive attention.

a.
Contractors and/or employees are not permitted to open or tend bar, except when hired specifically to do SO.

b.
Contractors and/or employees are not permitted to do errands or jobs for members.

PRIVATE PARTIES:

Members desiring the use of all or some portion of the club premises for private parties or meetings of ten or more persons shall apply to the Vice Commodore in writing, on the form provided, stating the nature of the party, the number of guests, and the date and times desired. All such usage must be approved in advance by the Board of Directors.

1.
The sponsoring member and a member of the Board of Directors or a designated member of the House Committee must be in attendance at such a party or meeting; if there is a fee or other charge for attending, this fee shall be paid by the sponsoring member for the designated Director or House Committee Member.

2.
Pending approval of the Board of Directors, the member sponsoring the party shall place a $150.00 room rental fee with the House Committee or Treasurer.

a.
If the party is not approved, the rental fee will be returned .

b.
A club -supplied bartender must be hired and paid for by the sponsoring member. This payment is due prior to the event.

3.
Members are responsible for guests' non-payment of financial obligations, including extra charges for damage or cleaning.

By Direction of the Board of Directors St. Clair Yacht Club

Gary Posluszny, Commodore, April 11, 2006

St. Clair Yacht Club

2006 STANDING RULES

MEMBERSHIP and DUES:

1.
All membership applications must be accompanied by funds, or valid credit card authorization, to cover the initiation fee, the applicable dues charge, and the card fee.

2.
The Secretary shall furnish new members with a current copy of the Bylaws, the Standing Rules, the House Rules, and a Roster at the same time as their temporary membership card.

3.
Members who reinstate in the spring, after reigning the previous fall, must present very valid reasons for such actions to the Board of Directors, or the Board must charge the initiation fee.

4.
The initiation fee may be forgiven for reinstatement once per member.

5.
Members of other Detroit regional Yachting Association (DRYA) clubs will not be charged the initiation fee for transferring their membership, or if joining SCYC as an additional club.

6.
Resignations approved at a Board Meeting may be 'predated' to the first day of the month the resignation is accepted.

7.
All resignations brought before the Board must have their account record attached, or attested to by the Treasurer 8.
Special military Leave of Absence and forgiveness of dues, fees, and other financial obligations to SCYC will be granted to members in good standing for the duration of a member's non-local military service, upon written request. Such persons will retain club privileges and will be issued valid SCYC membership cards for their use in reciprocating clubs.

9.
The Board of Directors will offer life Membership to any Past commodore attaining the age of 65, while a Regular member, which will be granted upon acceptance by the membership.

10. The Board of Directors, at its discretion, may offer Life Membership to any dues paying member who has twenty-five years or more of continuous membership and who has attained the age of 65, which will be granted upon the acceptance of the membership.

11. The Secretary shall, in a timely manner, conspicuously post on the bulletin board, publish in the newsletter, and supply to the landlord (for the purpose of access control), names of members who have been suspended. When or if the suspended member(s) reinstate, the name(s) shall be removed from said posting and notices by the Secretary.

12. Accounts of members who have been posted and suspended, and who have a substantial outstanding balance in their house account, will be turned over to a collection agency after six months if the Board deems that it would be cost-effective in the individual case(s) considered.

BOARD MEETINGS, MINUTES, ETC.

13. Minutes of the previous Board meeting(s) are to be provided by the Secretary to all Board members at least one week prior to the upcoming Board meeting.

14. The date and time of the next Board meeting will be included in the mailing of the minutes. This may be an Internet mailing.

15. The Secretary shall post minutes of the Board meetings on the club bulletin board. Preliminary minutes of Annual and Interim Membership meetings shall also be posted.

ASSOCIATIONS

16. SCYC will support Detroit Racing Yachting Association, American Power Boat Association, Western lake Erie Cruiser Association, Inter-lakes Yachting association, the Yachting Club of America, Michigan Boating Industries Association with memberships, and the Board of Directors shall appoint representatives to those and other yachting, social and government bodies as appropriate.

17. SCYC will maintain Cooperating Group status with the Boat Owners Association of the Untied States.

PUBLICATIONS

18. A monthly publication is established to ensure effective and timely communication with the membership, to be called "The Rendezvous."

CLUBHOUSE and HOUSE COMMITTTEE

This section covers activities and functions in the SCYC clubhouse. Within these Standing Rules and the House Rules, the word "party" shall be construed to mean any gathering of more than ten persons, planned or unplanned, brought together by or for a member or a guest, and includes the meanings of the words party, function, assembly, gathering, meeting, conclave, council, affair, celebration, gala, fete, reception, rave and all other words used to describe a gathering of people. 19. The Vice Commodore will be the chair of the House Committee. They are authorized to appoint such subcommittees as deemed necessary to help handle the duties of the House Committee.

20. The Vice Commodore will hold the position of Club Manager, or may appoint a person to this position in their stead. This will be an unpaid position, served without remuneration or recompense. The Club manager shall have control over, and responsibility for all day-to-day functions, operations, and management of the clubhouse.

21. A written policy governing the operation of the Clubhouse in detail will be prepared under the direction of the Vice Commodore, to be known as the "House Rules." It is to be reviewed annually by the Board, and changed as necessary upon recommendations of the Vice Commodore.

22. The Club Manager shall be authorized to spend monies to purchase beer, liquor, and miscellaneous club and bar supplies as necessary, without prior Board approval, within the guidelines set by the Bylaws.

23. Current bar process is to be visibly posted at all times. (This is a Michigan Liquor Control Commission regulation.)

24. Bar prices may be altered at the Chairman's discretion for parties/or special events; these changed prices must be visibly posted.

25. Members must sign all bar chits to prove the sale was to a member. Such signature must be affixed to the chit when placing or pouring their first order. (This is a Michigan Liquor Control Commission regulation.) 

26. Attendance at club functions may be limited, at the discretion of the House Committee or appropriate function committee due to the limited space.

27. A previously designated member of the Board must be present at all club-sponsored events in the clubhouse.

28. Parties of 15 or more persons require a minimum of two weeks notice to the House Committee to allow time for proper stocking of supplies; and, to allow timely notification to the landlord for purposes of access control.

29. No party of more than 15 persons may be held in the clubhouse for purposes other than boating related, club related, or personal reasons; commercial business. political, and non–SCYC related fund-raising activities are strictly prohibited.

30. Private parties must be sponsored by a member. The sponsor and either a Board Member or a member of the House Committee must be in attendance. It is the responsibility of the person sponsoring the party to arrange for such a Board member or house Committee member to be present. If there is a charge for attendance, such as a meal, this cost will be borne by the sponsoring member.

31. Persons sponsoring private parties for fifteen or more persons will post a $150.00 cash or check room rental fee in advance, to be held by the Club manager.

32. All Club bookings, for both private and Club events, will b4 conducted and coordinated through the Chairman of the House Committee, or the Club Manager if one has been appointed. 

MISCELLANEOUS RULES

33. The House Committee is responsible for the bulletin boards. Usage is limited to matters of interest to, and directly appropriate to, members only.

34. Flyers, posters, snapshots, and so on will be placed only on the bulletin boards (not on the plaster or wallpaper).

35. All repairs, renovations, additions, and purchases for the clubhouse are to be referred to, and coordinated by, the House Committee.

36. The dress code, as explained in the House Rules, is to be enforced by all members, especially by the Board of Directors and it's committees.

37. No campaign material may be displayed in, or within 2000 feet of, the club on election days. (This is to include all elections, club as well as national, State and Local.)

38. No free meals or drinks are to be given, with the exception of flag officers' use of the "900 account" for guests or dignitaries.

39. All officers and Directors are encouraged to wear blazers, with patch, at all formal Club functions, if the standard uniform is not worn.

40. Hats are not to be worn in the club house at any time. (7/134/93, Motion by R/C Stechow, seconded by P/C Mischung.)
RECIPROCITY, ETC.

41. No guest may be introduced more than four times in a calendar year, unless approved by the House Chairmen or the Commodore. (Motion by P/C Stechow, approved at Approved at Aug. 13, 1997 Board of Directors meeting.) 
42. Reciprocity will be observed with all clubs in the DRYA, the I-LYA, and other clubs listed in the book Published by Yachting Club of America.

43. SCYC shall extend reciprocity on a like-for-like basis.  The Secretary shall prepare a a listing of all reciprocal clubs, and their published accommodations, and shall place this in a folder at the bar. (Motion by P/C Stechow, approved at August 13, 1997 Board of Directors meeting.

44. Invitations to the SCYC Commodores Invitational will be limited to Past Commodores, Commodores, Vice Commodores, and Rear Commodores representing member clubs of the DRYC only.

FINANCE, TREASURER, ETC

45. The Finance Committee will present a budget for the coming fiscal year to the Board of Directors at the second regular meeting of the Board after the Annual Election.  Following approval by the Board, this budget shall confer authority on the Treasurer to expend funds as appropriated by the budget, within the limits of the club’s financial resources.  Non-budgeted expenses may be incurred and paid only with prior approval of the Board of Directors.

46. The savings account shall consist of at least 50% of the total outstanding charge deposit liability to members.

47. A service charge of 1.5% per month is to be added to each house charge account not paid by the 20th of each month, when presented by the Treasurer in cases of delinquency 48. A Service Charge of 20% will be levied on members who charge without an authorized charge number.

49. Members without charge privileges who charge at other clubs will be assessed an additional 20% of the charge (per rule 48 above), plus the fee charged by the other club, plus any currency exchange charges incurred.

50. Bar bills and chits;

a.
All chits, tabs, and bar bills must be totaled up, properly signed, and paid up when a member leaves the club room for any length of time. No chits may be left unpaid on the back bar for ant reason.

b.
Chits marked as charges to a members house charge will be considered paid chits, if totaled up, correctly signed, and placed in the cash drawer.

c.
Chits left on the back bar which have been completed (totaled up and paid or charged) will be completed by the House Chairman or House Committee member responsible for cash register tallies, and will be considered charges to the member. If the member does not have a charge account, ST #48 will also apply. (Approved at Board of Directors Meeting, 5 April 2000.)

By order of the Board of Directors

Gary Posluszny Commodore

April 11, 2006

St. Clair Yacht Club

ByLaws 

Adopted November 14. 2003

ARTICLE -1. - NAME

Section 1. The name of this organization shall be St. Clair Yacht Club. This organization is incorporated under the laws of the State of Michigan pertaining to nonprofit corporations under the name ST. CLAIR YACHT CLUB, INC.
ARTICLES II-OBJECTIVES

Section 1. The purpose of the St. Clair Yacht Club shall be to selectively associate congenial persons of good character having a common love and appreciation of yachting; to encourage and promote yachting; to foster, stimulate and aid members in the arts of boating and navigation; to promote sociability among members, their friends and visiting yachtsmen; to promote good fellowship in the yachting fraternity; and to do such things as may be essential to the carrying out of the foregoing purposes.

Section 2. The Club is organized on a nonprofit basis and shall neither make nor declare dividends.

Section 3. The duration of the Club shall be perpetual.

Section 4. The fiscal year for the club shall be from October 1 to September 30.

ARTI CLE III - NON-DISCRIMINAATION

Section 1. The St. Clair Yacht Club does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, gender, sexual orientation, creed or religion, national origin, ethnic background, disability, or veteran status. There shall be no barriers to membership, participation, or holding office, other than those of ability and social compatibility to the membership. 

Section 2. Any word used in these Bylaws denoting gender shall include any other gender, and plural shall include singular and the singular shall include plural wherever appropriate.

ARTICLE IV- MEMBERSHIP

Section 1. Classes of Membership
There shall be the following classes of membership: Resident, Life, Non-Resident, Companion, and Honorary.

Section 2. Resident Members:

2a. Resident Members must be twenty-one years of age, be acceptable moral character, congenial, and amenable to the objectives of the club as expressed in Article 11.

2a1. A resident members spouse or Companion (as defined in Section 5) may also become a Resident Member by paying 50% of the current dues.

2b. Resident Members shall be entitled to all privileges of the Club, to vote on the election of officers, and to vote on all matters on which a vote of the membership is required.

Section 3. Life Members

3a. Life members shall be entitled to all privileges of the club, to vote on the election of officers, and to vote on all matters on which a vote of the membership is required.

3b, They shall not be less than 65 years of age, or as otherwise approved by the Board of Directors in special humanitarian circumstances.

3c. A Resident member in good standing who has twenty-five (25) years or more of continuous membership, and who has attained the age of 65, may be nominated by the Board of Directors for Life Membership.

3d. Any Past Commodore attaining the age of 65 while a Resident Member in good standing shall be nominated by the Board of Directors for a Life Membership.

3e. This nomination must be approved by a majority vote of the general membership at a general meeting.

3f. Life members shall pay no dues and will pay a $25/year fee for door cards, membership cards and mailings. Members not requesting these items will pay no fee. Life Members will not be liable for assessments.

Section 4. Non-Resident Members:

4a. Qualifications for Non-resident membership shall be the same as for a Resident Membership, except that such members must regularly maintain their permanent residence at a distance of at least 75 miles from the SCYC clubhouse, or outside the State of Michigan.

4b. Persons who otherwise qualify for Non-resident membership may choose Resident Membership status at their option. 4c. Non-Resident members shall neither have the right to vote in Club matters not hold elective office in the Club.

Section 5. Companion membership:

5a. Definition: A singular included dependent and subsidiary membership, allowed but not required to members in Resident, Life, and Non-Resident categories, whereby each full status member, hereinafter referred to as a "master" member, will be allowed to designate one other person as a companion under their membership.

5b. A member's spouse shall be considered as, and designated as, the companion member but default, unless formally changed in written application by a master member to the Board of Directors.

5c. There shall be no initiation fee, no dues, and no assessments for this class of membership.

5d. The companion's membership is dependent on the master membership, and shall terminate when the master membership terminates or is suspended.

5e. The companion membership will have the rights and privileges provided by the Club for a member class of the master member, except the holding of elective office and voting in Club elections where that is the privilege of the master member. K Prospective companion members, other than legal spouses, shall complete a separate membership application specific to this class of membership, which shall be processed as described under the Bylaws.  The master member shall co-sign this application to signify that they are sponsoring the membership, and that they will be personally responsible for any depts., charges, damages, or other obligations to the Club incurred by the companion member or minor children of the companion member.

5g. The designation of a person as a companion member may be revoked by a master member upon written application to the Board or 
Secretary. When revoking such designation, the master member:

5g(l). Shall notify the Board of Directors of the date the change is to take place, and

5g(2). Personally be responsible for obtain and returning to the Secretary all membership cards, door cards, gate passes, and any other property of SCYC that may be in the companion members position. 

5f. A request as in 5g, would also terminate the Resident Membership of the companion, if such a membership existed. 

Section 6: Honorary Members:

6a. Honorary Membership may be conferred upon any person by a unanimous vote of those officers and directors present at any regular board meeting.

6b. Such Honorary Membership shall automatically expire with the next election of offices and directors.

6c. Honorary Members shall not be required to submit a membership application.

6d. An Honorary member shall have neither the right to vote, nor the right to hold an elected office in the club, and shall pay no dues, fees, assessments, or initiation fee.

Section 7: Membership Application and Qualification Procedures

7a. An application for all classes of membership except Life and Honorary membership must be made in writing on a form approved by the Board of Directors for the class of membership being applied for.

7b. The applicant must be endorsed by a Resident, Life, or Non-Resident member in good standing.

7c. The applicant must be interviewed by, or at least introduced to, two members of the Board of Directors. The officers or directors meeting the applicant will signify their endorsement by signing the application form in the spaces provided.

7d. Payment of the proper amount must accompany the application for resident and Non-resident membership.

7e. The application for membership shall be expeditiously presented to the Board of Directors. At their next regular meeting, a ballot shall be taken by the Board of Directors. If two or more negative votes are cast, the application shall be denied.

7f. The applicant shall be notified of the Board of Directors action in writing within five (5) days after board action. 

7f(l). In the event of election to membership, this notification shall be in the form of a cordial letter of commodore. A temporary membership card and door key shall accompany this letter. 

7f(2). If the application is denied, a letter from the Commodore shall be sent to the applicant expressing regret at the decision, and informing the applicant of the procedures to reapply if they so desire.

Section 8: Upgrade of Companion Membership

8a. Companion members may petition in writing for separate Resident or Non-Resident membership, with the concurrence of the master member, and may be accepted by the Board of Directors as Resident or Non- Resident members with all rights and privileges applying thereto, after following normal membership application procedures. Applications for such upgrades will be accepted without the normal initiation fee.

8b. Upon the death of a Life, resident, or Non-Resident member, the companion member may request in writing of the Board of Directors, a Resident or Non-Resident membership, as appropriate. Such a membership may be granted by the Board of Directors without further initiation fee, provided all fees and house accounts of the deceased be paid to date. The written request shall be voted and accepted, unless there are two or more dissenting votes, at any regular meeting of the board of directors.

Section 9. Rejected Candidates

9a. Names of rejected candidates for any class of membership may not be presented again within one year.

Section 10. Membership Termination

10a. Membership in the club shall terminate by death, voluntary withdrawal as herein provided, rights privileges or assets of the club shall cease on termination of membership.

10b. The right to vote, and all other rights, privileges and interests in and to any activities, rights, privileges or assets of the club shall cease on termination of membership.

10c. Any member may voluntarily, upon written notice of such intentions, withdraw from membership. Such notice shall be presented to the Board of Directors and shall become effective only upon payment in full of all dues, club charges, outstanding assessments, and any finical obligation to the Club, and the return of any and all club property including but not limited to their membership card, door keys, door passes, gate cards and any other club property which they may posses or have control.

Section 11. Censorship, Suspension or Expelled

11a. For cause, any member may be censured, suspended or expelled. Sufficient cause therefore shall be violation of these Bylaws, Standing Rules, House Rules, any resolution properly adopted by the club, or any conduct prejudicial to the interest of the Club.

11b. These charges must be made in writing to the Board of Directors. After consideration of the merit of these charges, the Board may decide to proceed or drop the charges.

11c. A full statement of these charges accompanied by a notice of the time and place of the meeting of the Board of Directors at which the charges will be considered, shall be mailed to the last recorded address of the member at least fifteen (15) days before the hearing thereon.

11d. The member shall have the opportunity to appear in person or by representative and present any defense to such charges before action is taken thereon.

11e. Censure, suspension, or expulsion shall result only upon two-thirds (2/3) vote of the entire Board of Directors, after a hearing on such charges, whether or not the accused or their representative appears.

11f. Any member so disciplined may appeal such action of the Board of Directors to the general membership at the next regular meeting or a special meeting called for the purpose. Pending the hearing of such appeal, any action imposed shall remain in force.

ARTICLE V - DUES

Section 1. The dues and initiation fees for each class of membership shall be as stated in the article. The Board of Directors may recommend changes to the General Membership, and such changes will be revised according to the Articles on the Amendments

Section 2. An initiation fee of $200.00 shall accompany a petition filed for any dues paying membership received after April 1, 1991.

Section 3. The dues for resident Members shall be $38.33 per month and shall be billed quarterly ($115.00 per quarter).

Section 4. The dues for Non-Resident membership shall be $120.00 per calendar year. Expiration date shall be December 31st of each year, regardless of when issued..

Section 5. There shall be no dues, fees, or initiation fees for Companion, Honorary or Life Membership. A Life Member will be assessed $25.00 per year if they request door card, membership cards and mailings.

Section 6. Members of Detroit Regional Yachting Association Clubs may apply for, and granted, an exemption to the initiation fee, if such an approval in each individual case by a majority vote of the Board of Directors.

Section 7. The Board of Directors may, at their discretion, waive payment of the initiation fee for members who are reinstating their membership after having previously resigned in good standing. The reinstating member will be required to pay any changes in initiation fees, which may have been adopted during their period of non-membership.

Section 8. Dues, which are established at an annual or quarterly rate, may be prorated at the discretion of the Board of Directors where circumstances may dictate that an unfair charge could be made to a new member joining the club late in the quarter or year. 

Section 9. Delinquency

9a. Members who fail to pay dues within thirty (30) days from the date of the billing shall be notified in writing of such a delinquency. This may be in the form of a monthly statement mailed to a member.

9b. If payment is not made within the next thirty (30) days, the member shall be reported to the Board of Directors as being in the arrears. if so ordered by a majority vote of the board of Directors present and voting thereon, the member shall without further notice and without hearing, be posted and suspended from the rolls and thereupon forfeit all rights and privileges of membership.

9c. Companion membership or Spouse membership will terminate when the master member is suspended, and will be reinstated when and if the master member is reinstated.

9d. Such suspensions shall not relieve the member of their obligation to pay in full all dues currently owed, and the member shall be required to surrender any and all club property which he may possess or have control of including, but not limited to, their (and their Companion or Spouse members) membership card, door keys, door passes, gate passes and any club property or assets.

9e. Suspended members may be returned to good standing, any time within six (6) months of the date of suspension, by payment in fall of the indebtedness and payment of any assessments, fees, or levies upon the general membership made during their suspension.

Section 10. All initiation fees, assessments, dues or other charges shall be subject to any and all Federal, State, or local taxes, if applicable.

ARTICLE VI - CHARGE ACCOUNT

Section 1. Members desiring a Club charge account for food, beverages or other it other than dues, may open such an account providing they place a sum of money, t' amount to be determined by the Board of Directors, on deposit with the Treasurer

1a. It shall be understood that such deposits may be used at the discretion the Club, with the exception that at least 25% of such deposits will be held in escrow for the member.

1b. The sum of money on deposit shall be refunded in full to the member upon termination of membership for any cause, or upon request in writing for the termination of the charge account, with the provision that the sum on deposit ma used to offset and indebtedness of the member to the club at the time of the tern of their charge account or membership.

Section 2. No persons, other than those with the proper deposit, charge to a club account. Where circumstances dictate that a temporary account be set up, then it shall be done only with advance approval Treasurer.

Section 3. Any change in the deposit fee charged shall not affect such members who may have placed deposits with the club at another time. The amount of the deposit applicable shall be determined by the amount in effect at the time a member requested a charge account.

Section 4. All Club charges and other obligations to the club, other than dues, shall become due and payable by the end of the month in which the indebtedness was incurred, or upon mailing of an invoice for such charges and obligations.

4a. Members failing to pay such bills within thirty (30) days from the date of the invoicing shall be notified of their delinquency in writing. This notice may be in the form of a monthly statement mailed to the member.

4b. If payment is not made within the next succeeding thirty (30) days, the member shall be reported to the Board of Directors as being in the arrears. If so ordered by a majority vote of the board of Directors present and voting thereon, the member shall, without further notice and without hearing, be posted and suspended from the rolls and thereupon forfit all right and privileges of membership.

4c. The date of suspension may be extended for good cause by the Board of Directors upon recommendation of the Treasurer. During the period of extension, no additional charges may be made by the member.

Section 5. Invoices and Statements

5a. Invoices for goods, services, and club charges shall be mailed by the Treasurer as close after the end of the month as may be possible.

5b. A monthly statement shall be prepared and mailed to each member who has a balance owing.

5c. Mailings for invoices and statements may be combined.

5d. Notice of pending suspension for nonpayment of Club accounts shall be mailed by the Treasurer at least fifteen (15) days prior to the date of suspension. This may be in the form of a monthly statement mailed to the member.

5e. A service charge of one and one-half percent (1.5%) per month may be added to all accounts not paid within 30 days of the date of the invoice.

Section 6. All rules applying to suspended members for nonpayment of dues shall apply to members suspended for nonpayment of charge accounts.

ARITICLE VII - FLAG OFFICERS

Section 1. The flag Officers shall consist of the Commodore, Vice Commodore, Rear Commodore, Secretary, and Treasurer.

Section 2. The Commodore shall preside at all meetings of the membership and at all meetings of the Board of Directors. He shall sign, as Commodore, all contracts and other instruments of writing which shall first have the approval of the Board of Directors. The Commodore shall be an ex-officio member of all committees unless otherwise specified in these Bylaws and shall perform all other duties usually pertaining to the office, including the appointment of committees as hereinafter provided.

Section 3. The Vice Commodore shall serve on the Board of Directors and shall assist the Commodore in performance of his duties and in his absence serve in his stead.

Section 4. The Rear Commodore shall serve on the Board of directors and shall assist the Commodore and Vice commodore in the performance of their duties and in their absence shall serve in their stead. The Rear Commodore will also be the Fleet Captain and shall be chairman of the Boating Committee. He shall appoint additional committees and their chairman as necessary to meet the objectives of the club as outlined in Article 11, Section 1, pertaining to boating, activities.

Section 5. The Secretary shall serve on the Board of Directors and shall cause to be kept a record of all minutes of meetings; shall handle all correspondence; shall act as secretary at the Board of Directors meetings and shall take care of all other duties pertaining to the office.

Section 6. The Treasurer shall serve on the Board of Directors and shall receive all funds of this club and cause the same to be deposited in a bank designated by the Boar of directors. They shall cause checks to be issued and supervise payments of the Club' obligations as directed by the Board of Directors. 

Section 7. Vacancy in the office of Commodore or Vice Commodore shall be filled b the Vice Commodore or Rear Commodore in that order.

 ARTICLE VIII- BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Section 1. The corporate powers, management, affairs, business and concerns of the club shall be vested in a Board of Directors consisting of the Commodore, the Vice Commodore, the Rear Commodore, the Secretary, the Treasurer, two Past Commodore and two elected Directors. These officers and Directors shall be resident or Life (voting) members in good standing.

Section 2. POWERS - The Board of Directors shall have control and management the affairs of the club, with authority to engage and discharge employees and agents the club, fix salaries and remuneration, admit, censure, suspend and expel members, create and appoint committees, and to do everything necessary and desirable in the conduct of business of the Club in accordance with the Bylaws and not inconsistent with the laws of the United states or the State of Michigan. 

Section 3. DUTIES OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

3a. To cause to be kept a complete record and minutes of all acts and proceedings. 3b. To supervise all officers, agents and employees, and see that their duties; are properly performed.

3c. To control the finances of the club and to direct the Treasurer h6 to draw cheeks on the club's account, either within the bounds of an adopted budget by specific authorization of the Board of Directors. 

3d. To appoint delegates to any association to which the club is entitled representation. 3e. The Board shall elect persons to membership, and accept resignations thereof, unless specified otherwise in these Bylaws.

Section 4. VACANCIES - Any permanent vacancies that may occur on the Board of Directors, other than Commodore or Vice Commodore, may be filled by appointment by the Board of Directors, effective until the next Annual Meeting; any temporary vacancy may be filled by the Board of Directors for the period of such vacancy. 

4a. The Nominating Committee will select a candidate (or Candidates) for the unfilled portion of a two-year Directors position, and will present such candidate(s) on the ballot in the normal manner of election.

4b. Appointed members of the Board of Directors serving the remnant of term may be candidates for the same office, or other office, if they meet requirements for the office specified elsewhere in these bylaws.

Section 5. Removal of Board Member: The Board of Directors shall have de power' to remove any officer or Director from office for misconduct, malfeasance, misfeasance, or nonfeasance. Such action shall require a two-thirds (2/3) majority vote of the members of the Board of Directors present at any regular meeting of the Board, provided that such officer or Director shall have one month's written notice charges preferred against them, and shall be entitled to a hearing and shall be confronted with the witnesses and evidence against them and shall be allowed to defend themselves.

Section 6. MEETINGS

6a. The time and place of the Directors meetings shall be fixed in their first meeting, which shall immediately follow the Annual Meeting. 

6b. Subsequent changes in time and meeting places may be made at the Directors discretion.

6c. The Commodore may, when he deems necessary or desirable, issue a call for a special meeting of the Board.

6d. On presentation of a written request signed by at least five (5) members o the Board, the Commodore shall issue a call for a special meeting of the Board, giving at the least, ten (10) days notice therof.

Section 7. QUORUM - Six members shall constitute a quorum for the Board of Director. Unless herein otherwise provided, they shall at all times act by a simple majority of those present.

Section 8. ABSENCE:

8a. Any member of the board of Directors absent from a meeting shall notify the Commodore in advance, stating the reason therefore, and the Board members in attendance shall determine whether such absence is excusable.

8b. In the event there are three (3) consecutive unexcused absences on the part of any member of the Board of Directors, his membership thereon may be declared vacant by a majority of the board present and voting.

Section 9. All bills, notes, contracts, or other instruments negotiable or otherwise, sh, be made in the name of the club and shall be signed by the Commodore and treasurer, or by the Commodore or treasurer and one other elected officer, as may be designated by the Board; except in case of checks drawn for regular payroll, lease or rent payments, or other obligations of the Club which are less than fine hundred dollars ($500.00), which may be signed by either the Commodore, or the Treasurer, or duly authorized Club manager.

Section 10. Any and all checks drafted to a member of St. Clair yacht club, in any amount, must be signed by two (2) of the above-designated individuals.

Section 11. This Club shall have the power to take and hold and accept in the name of the club only, any gift, bequest, money or property, whether real, personal, or mixed, without limitation as to the amount of value, for the purpose of furthering the objects such corporation, and to assist it in carrying out such objects. All such gifts must first be submitted for their approval.

Section 12. The election of members being a trust delegated to the members of the

Board of Directors, and not a personal privilege, the Board of Directors shall be guided in their action by consideration of the general welfare of the club and not by any personal feeling either as Directors or members. It shall be the duty of any director possessed of any information bearing upon the eligibility of the applicant proposed, state the same. All discussions and votes of the Directors relating to membership shall be held in absolute confidence by members of the Board.

Section 13. The St. Clair Yacht Club, herein referred to as the corporation, shall have the rights provided to it by law to indemnify a person who was or is party, or is threatened to be made a party to any threatened, pending, or completed action, suit, or, proceeding, whether civil, criminal, administrative, or investigative, and whether formal or informal, including actions or suits by or in the right of the corporation, by any reason or the fact that the person was or is a director, officer, employee, or agent lo the corporation, is or was serving at the request of the corporation as director, officer, partner, trustee employee, or agent of another foreign or domestic corporation, business corporation, partnership, joint venture or other enterprise whether for profit or for nonprofit, against expenses including attorneys fees, judgments, penalties, fines and amounts paid in settlement, actually and reasonably incurred by the person in, connection with the action, suit, or proceeding if the person acted in good faith in a manner the person reasonably believed to be in or not opposed to the best interest of the corporation and with respect to any criminal action or proceeding, if the person had no reasonable cause to believe that the conduct was unlawful.

ARTICLEE IX - ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS

Section 1. The Commodore, Vice commodore, rear Commodore, Secretary and Treasurer shall be elected by ballot at the Annual meeting in November, and shall assume office at the close of that meeting for a term of one year, or until a successor, is elected.

Section 2. The two directors shall be elected at the Annual meeting in the following manner: at the Annual meeting in 2003, a new director will be elected for a term of two (2) years. Every year, a new Director will be elected for a term of two (2) years.

Section 3. Ballots shall be prepared listing the candidates for all the offices I to be voted upon, and all eligible voting members may cast their vote an the date of the Annual Meeting for a period of two hours at a time and place to be specified by the Board of Directors and specified in the call to meeting. There shall be no provisions for either, proxy votes or absentee ballots.

Section 4. The immediate Past commodore shall hold the position of Director for a I period of one year after they leave office, or until their successor is elected. 

Section 5. A second Past commodore shall be elected as Director to the Board of Directors, for a period of one year or until their successor is elected, by the Past Commodores of the club in good standings, acting as a group.

Section 6. To be eligible for election to office a candidate shall have been resident or life member, in god standing, for at least one calendar year prior to the Annual Meeting, and shall have indicated their willingness to accept the position.

Section 7. The Nominating Committee shall notify the Board of Directors, by letter, their selection of nominations thirty (30) days prior to the Annual Meeting. A copy of said list of candidates shall be mailed to each eligible voting member at that time.

Section 8. A candidate, meeting the same qualifications set forth in Section 6 above, may be nominated for office upon presentation to the Secretary of a petition stating the office for which they intends to be a candidate and bearing the signature of ten (10) voting members thereon. The Secretary must be in receipt of said petition at least fifteen (15) days prior to the Annual Meeting and shall certify same with copies mailed to each eligible voting member a minimum of seven (7) days before the date of the Annual Meeting.

Section 9. The above sections shall preclude any and all provisions for the nomination of candidates for Club offices, except that when an office is open on the ballot, nominations may be taken from the floor at the Annual Meeting and a voice ballot m be taken to fill the same; if any doubt exists in the majority of the vote, a secret ballot will be taken, and counted at the time by the Audit Committee.

Section 10. BALLOTING

10a. Immediately following the close of the polls, the Audit Committee shall count the ballots and upon request of the presiding officer shall present their findings to the general membership attending the Annual Meeting.

10b. In the case of two or more candidates for office, the candidate receiving the greater number of votes shall be declared elected.

10c. In the case of three or more candidates for the one two-year office of director (if more than one is needed), the two candidates receiving the highest and n highest number of vote shall be declared elected.

10d. If more than one candidate exists for an unexpired portion of a two-p term of Director, the candidate with the greatest number of votes shall be declared elected. If three or more candidates exist for two unexpired two-year terms, the two candidates with the highest and next highest number of votes shall be declared elected.

10e. Upon determination by the Audit committee that there exists a tie vote for a Club elective office, and the tie vote determined election to the office, that fact shall be made known to the presiding officer of the meeting. The presiding officer shall then call for an immediate runoff election consisting of a secret ballot from the voting members of the club present at the Annual meeting. The only candidates to be considered in this runoff election are those who received the tie vote. The Audit committee shall then tally the votes and the individual receiving the highest number of votes shall be elected. If the vote remains tie at the conclusion of the runoff election, election shall be determined by lot, draw of names from a hat in the manner prescribed by Michigan General election Law.

 ARTICLE X - MEETINGS

Section 1. Unless otherwise ordered by the Board of directors there shall be an Annual Meeting of the general membership on the second Friday of November; the 1,ime and place to be determined by the Board of Directors.

1a. At this meeting the annual reports, election of officers and transaction of other business will take place.

1b. Notice of such meeting, signed by the Secretary, shall be mailed to the last reported address of each member at least thirty (30) days in advance, with a statement of time and place and subject or subjects to be considered.

1c. The Annual Meeting shall constitute the supreme authority over all Club matters.

Section 2. Unless otherwise ordered by the Board of Directors, on the second Friday of May and August, and on the second Saturday of February, an Interim Genera membership meeting shall be called, with time and place to be determined by the Board of Directors.

2a. The purpose of these meetings shall be to review, for the benefit of the members, the financial status of the club and to conduct any other business which may be properly brought before the assembly.

2b. Notice of this meeting, signed by the Secretary, shall be mailed to the last reported address of each member at least thirty (30) days in advance, with a statement of the time and place and subject or subjects to be considered.

Section 3. Special meetings of the membership may be called by order of the Board of Directors, or upon written request of at least ten percent (10%) of the voting members of the Club, which shall specify the subject or subjects sought to be considered. The: Board of Directors shall call a Special general meeting to consider only such specific subjects. Notice of any special meeting shall be mailed to each member at their last recorded address at least thirty (30) days in advance, with a statement of time and place and subject(s) to be considers.

Section 4. Ten (10) percent of the voting, members of the Club shall constitute a quorum and in case there be less than this number the presiding officer shall adjourn he meeting from time to time until a quorum is present.

ARTICLE X1 - COMMITTEES

Section 1. There shall be the following standing committees:

Audit Committee

Boating Committee

Entertainment Committee

Finance Committee

House Committee Membership Committee

Nominating Committee

Parliamentarian

and any other committees as the Board of Directors may from time to time deem necessary.

Section 2. CHAIRMAN: The Commodore shall appoint a chairman for each of these committees not otherwise provided for in these Bylaws, as soon as possible after the Annual Meeting, and they shall consult the chairman of each regarding the appointment of other members of their committee. Each chairman shall render a written report on his year's work to the Commodore at least three weeks before the Annual Meeting for use in the Commodore's report.

Section 3. An Audit Committee shall be nominated by the Commodore and appointed by the Board of Directors to serve as internal auditors in protecting the equities of the membership.

3a. The Chairman of the Audit Committee shall be a Past Commodore of the Club. If a Past commodore cannot be obtained to serve then the chairman shall be any member who is neither an officer nor a Director.

3b. At least two other members, neither officers nor Directors, shall be nominated and appointed to serve as committee members.

3c. The Audit Committee shall act independently of the Board of Directors, but shall report their findings and recommendations to the Board.

3d. The Audit Committee shall also present a report to the membership at the Annual Meeting, detailing the action taken by the Board of Directors on their recommendations.

3e. The Audit Committee shall also serve as official tabulators for Club elections.

Section 4. The Entertainment Committee shall supervise and organize the Club's social functions when requested by the Commodore, Board of Directors, or House Committee. They shall cause a record to be kept containing all details of Club functions. This record shall be maintained in the Club office, or other suitable place, for reference by future committees. This committee is to cooperate with other committees were functions overlap.

Section 5. The Finance Committee shall consist of at least three (3) members and include the Treasurer as chairman. This committee shall prepare a budget for the ensuing year, subject to approval of the Board of Directors, and shall report to the Board of Directors on expenditures and income from time to time.

Section 6. The House Committee shall consist of at least three (3) members and shall regularly inspect the clubhouse for deterioration, misuse, and wear. The Chairman shall report to the Board of Directors any damage, or, if it requires immediate attention, shall so inform the Vice Commodore, that it may be attended to at once. The committee shall further see that the building is kept in a thoroughly sanitary condition. It shall be the responsibility of the House Committee to recommended repairs or improvements and the large scale purchasing and replacing of furniture and equipment to the Board of Directors.

Section 7. Membership Committee shall consist of at least three (3) members and shall arrange for greeting and introducing new members, and shall consider themselves responsible for their pleasant adjustment to the Club routine.

7a. In general, it shall be the duty of the membership committee to foster the hospitality and friendliness of the Club, and to appoint special subcommittees to receive members and guest at the door on special occasions.

Section 8. The Nominating Committee and its chairman shall be nominated, by the Commodore and appointed by the Board of Directors at least ninety (90) days, prior to the Annual Meeting.

8a. This committee shall consist of at least two (2) members and a chairman, and these members shall not be barred from becoming nominees for office

8b. The Commodore shall not be an ex-officio member of this committee.

8c. The Nominating Committee shall select one nominee each for the offices of Commodore and Vice Commodore and one but not more than two nominees for the Club's other open elective offices, and shall obtain the consent of all nominees, determine that each is qualified and that they may serve without conflict with these Bylaws.

Section 9. A Boating Committee, reporting to the Rear Commodore, shall be established to determine methods and procedures to carry out the objectives of the Club as outlined in Article II, Section 1.

Section 10. A Parliamentarian shall be appointed by the Commodore, subject to the approval by the Board of Directors.

10a. The Parliamentarian shall advise the chair on all questions at may arise according to the Bylaws, or according to parliamentary authority named in the Bylaws. The presiding officer at any meeting shall rule on the question, as the Chair alone has the authority to rule on all points of order.

10b. The parliamentarian shall be consulted regarding changes and amendments to the Bylaws and standing rules.

Section 11. The Board of Directors may authorize the various committees handle monies in the conduct of their affairs. Complete reports of such receipts and disbursements shall be made within one month after the conclusion of an activity, or in the case of a continuing activity, on a monthly basis, to the Treasurer and the Board of Directors, and subject to audit by the Audit Committee.

Section 12. The terms of all committees shall end on each annual election 'night.

ARTICLE XII - ORDER ODF BUSNESS

Section 1. The order of business for a general membership meeting and Board of Directors meetings, except for the Annual meeting and special meetings for which the Board shall determine the rules, shall be: 

Call to Order 

Determination of Quorum 

Reading of the Minutes 

Special order 

Communications Received by the Commodore 

Commodore's report 

Vice Commodore's report 

Rear Commodore's report 

Secretary's report 

Treasurer's report 

Report of Standing Committees 

Report of Special committees 

Old Business 

New Business 

Announcements 

Adjournment

Section 2. The order of business for the Annual Meeting shall be:

Call to Order 

Determination of Quorum 

Reading and Approval of Minutes 

Annual Reports of officers and Committees 

Address of the Commodore 

Business 

Election of Officers 

Adjournment

Section 3. The presiding officer shall have the authority to change the order of business unless overruled by a majority of the members present.

Section 4. The order of business may be altered or suspended at any meeting by a majority vote of the members present.

Section 5. The parliamentary rules as laid down in Robert's Rules of Order, when nol in conflict with these Bylaws, shall govern all proceedings.

ARTICLE XIII - AMENDMENTS 

Section 1. These Bylaws may be amended, repealed or altered, in whole or in part, at any Annual, Interim, or Special meeting called for the purpose, provided that the proposed changes shall first be approved by a majority of the Board of Directors, and a copy thereof mailed to each voting member at least thirty (30) days prior to the date of the membership meeting at which the proposed changes are to be considered.

Section 2. It shall require the vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the voting members any meeting convened for the purpose of considering such changes, in order to adopt any proposed changes.

Section 3. Any and all changes thus adopted shall be binding on St. Clair Yacht Club, Inc., and every member therein.

ARTICLE XIII TERMINATION OF CORPORATE EXISTANCE

Section 1. In the event of the termination of the corporate existence of St. Clair Yacht Club, Inc., it shall be the duty of the Treasurer, in office on the date of termination to faithfully and conscientiously collect any monies due St. Clair yacht Club Inc., arid to promptly and fully pay, to the limits of the club's financial resources all outstanding debts, bills, taxes and financial obligations of St. Clair yacht Club, Inc.

Section 2. The Treasurer, in office at the date of termination, shall have the right to charge adequate and customary fees to cover their time and effort in liquidating the assets of St. Clair Yacht Club, Inc.; shall have the authority to incur and pay necessary legal fees relating to such termination, and, shall be empowered to take all necessary legal action to facilitate the necessary steps to close down all accounts and operations of St. Clair Yacht Club, Inc.

Section 3. The Treasurer, in office at the date of termination, shall have the authority to engage and remunerate such outside professional assistance, as they deem necessary to facilitate the duties enumerated in this article.

Section 4. There shall be no valid claim to any dividend, payment, or monetary recovery of dues, property, initiation fees, bequest, or any money paid or donated in any form, whether real, personal, or mixed, on Part of any person or member of St. Clair Yacht Club, Inc.

Section 5. Any and all assets of St. Clair Yacht Club, Inc., shall be liquidated, in an expeditious manner, and converted to cash by the Treasurer in office at & date of termination. This amount, commonly called the members equity, when free and clear of any and all encumbrances, shall be donated to a government entity supporting recreational boating activities, or a private charitable or educational institution supporting recreational boating activities meeting the provisions of the Internal Revenue Service Code 501(C)3, such entity to be named by the Board o Directors immediately prior to the final motion to terminate St. Clair Yacht Club, Inc.'s corporate existence.

Section 6. It shall be the responsibility of the Secretary, in office at the date of termination, to faithfully and conscientiously assist the Treasurer in their duties, and verify that all necessary steps have been taken to terminate and dissolve St. Clair Yacht Club, Inc. with all government entities, Federal, State, County and City, as necessary.

Section 7. The Secretary, in office at the date of termination, and the treasurer, in office at the date of termination, shall coordinate their activities with the registered Agent of St. Clair Yacht Club, Inc. to insure that all government requirements for termination have been met in a timely fashion.

Section 8. The members of the Board of Directors, in office at the date of termination, shall be required to give input and direction to the Secretary and Treasurer during the period of termination, if requested and/or required, but all decisions relating to the disposal and/or sale of club property shall be the sole responsibility and function of the Treasurer in office at the date of termination.
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